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Damage is done by the larva of box tree 
moth. They are green with distinct black, 
yellow, and white stripes and black spots. 
Caterpillars produce white webbing while 

feeding and leave greenish-black 
excrement (frass) behind. 

WATCH FOR INVASIVE 
Box Tree Moth

EXTENSION

Box Tree Moth, Cydalima perspectalis, is a serious invasive pest 
that can defoliate and kill ornamental boxwoods (buxus spp). If 
you suspect you have Box Tree Moth, contact the Department 
of Agriculture or your county Extension Office immediately. 

Adult moths come in two color morphs, the white wings with 
brown distal borders is the most common form, and a dark form 
with solid brownish-black wings. Both have a distinct white 
spot on the front wings, shown circled above.

Larva feed primarily on boxwood but have been observed on 
Euonymus and Holly as well. This pest has been confirmed in 
Michigan and New York and containment and eradication 
efforts are underway in those areas.

It has been confirmed in Southwest Ohio as of June 26, 2023..

Szabolcs Safian, University of West Hungary, Bugwood.org
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When foliage is depleted, larva will proceed to 
feed on bark, girdling stems.

Boxwoods infested with box tree moth

Eggs laid on leaves appear milky and turning 
more yellow as they mature.  

Pupa are green with reddish-brown bands and 
may be encased in silk.

ACTION ITEMS

1. Watch your boxwoods!
There are no native defoliating caterpillars or 
sawfly larva specific to boxwoods in Ohio. 
Therefore, heavy defoliation of boxwood 
might suggest Box Tree Moth infestation. 
Scout your boxwoods regularly for pests 
and take note of any new damage or pests. 

2.   REPORT
 If you find any signs of infestation…

A) TAKE A PICTURE
B) COLLECT A SAMPLE
C) REPORT IT! Options include… 

-Ohio Dept. of Agriculture  614-728-6270
-OSU Extension County Offices

-Online using the Ohio Plant Pest Reporter 

More Information: GO.OSU.EDU/BOXMOTH

Scan QR to 
report suspected 
invasive pests to 

Ohio Dept. of Ag. 


